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Dear Families at Grange, 
A big warm welcome to the Autumn term at Grange Primary School. It has been lovely to see how well your children have settled into their new year groups and classes over the past few days. We would also like to welcome our new families who have joined the Grange community this September. Our big focus this week has been on establishing positive routines and providing support for all children in familiarising themselves with their new year group expectations. We hope your child will end this week feeling positive about the rest of this term and beyond but please do reach out to our teaching teams if you feel your child needs any further support or is worried about anything.  
We would also like to thank all our parents for ensuring children have returned to school in the correct school uniform. Please do not be offended if we approach you or your child about items of clothing or footwear that do not fit into our school uniform policy. We appreciate there may be times or extenuating circumstances where your child might not have the full correct uniform, please do not worry – just let your child’s class teacher know why. Many thanks. 

Attendance
In our first week, attendance across school has been an incredible 97.9% and we're thrilled to see so many children arriving on time and ready to learn -great attendance in the first week sets the tone for success. Did you know that children who attend school regularly are more likely to achieve better academic results and build strong friendships? In fact, missing just one day every two weeks can add up to nearly a month of lost learning over the year. If your child is finding it hard to attend, please don’t hesitate to reach out—school is here to help, and Mrs Barto-Smith is available to support families with any attendance concerns. Let’s keep up the momentum and make this year one to remember!

Our on-line safety – acceptable user agreements 
This week, we’ve been talking to the children about how to stay safe online—an important part of growing up in today’s digital world. We’ve covered key messages about using technology responsibly and knowing what to do if something doesn’t feel right. Following our in-school lessons, our pupils will sign their acceptable user agreement to show their commitment to using technology safely and being a safe on-line citizen. Key Stage 2 children will complete this in one of our on-line safety lessons. For children in EYFS and Key Stage 1, we’ll be sending home an Acceptable Use Agreement for you to read and sign with your child. This will give you the opportunity to chat with you child about on-line safety and find out more about our expectations. Once it’s signed, please return it back to your child’s class teacher. Examples of our acceptable user agreements are on our website for all parents to have a look at. Please visit Grange Primary School - On-line safety information  Working together, we can help keep our children safe and confident online.
As part of our online safety policy, we kindly ask parents and carers to use social media responsibly when discussing school matters. This helps protect the privacy and wellbeing of all children and staff, and ensures our school community remains respectful and supportive. Our online safety policy is also available on our website, should you wish any further information. Thank you for helping us create a safe digital environment for everyone.

Important dates for the diary
[image: Image result for calendar clipart]Here are the main dates for our diary this Autumn term, including Christmas activities. We know our families always appreciate plenty of notice for special events. 

Mon 15th Sept: Our after-school sports clubs will begin led by our sports coach Mr Oliver. Our focused sports for the Autumn term are games linked to accuracy and control, and table tennis. These will run from 3.15 until 4.15pm in the school gym. Children who have received confirmation that they have got a place for this first set of sports clubs will need to wear their PE kit to school on their club days. Check below for the specific days these run for each year group:
Mon- Year 5 and 6
Tues – Year 1 and 2
Wed- Year 3 and 4
Mrs Hancock will also be running netball club. 
The last sports club of the first Autumn term will be during the w/b 20th Oct. 
As always, we like to let our Foundation Stage new children settle in to school routines before we offer sports clubs later in the year. 

Fri 26th Sept- Grange University workshops begin. Your child will be able to choose a themed workshop that they would like to attend every Friday for a series of eight weeks. Our workshops focus on enriching your child’s experiences within areas such as the creative arts, sports, outdoor activities, languages and design/technology. We aim to inspire Grange children to try something new and develop hidden talents. 
We will let you know if your child needs specific clothing or equipment in plenty of time for their first workshop. One year 4 class will be attending swimming on Friday afternoons, however, they will get the chance to choose other workshops later this year. 

Thurs 16th Oct – Harvest celebrations. We will be running our annual tinned and dried food collection for the Canaan trust and local food banks. 

Tues 21st Oct -  Parents evening. 3.30pm until 6.30pm.
Wed 22nd Oct – Parents evening. 3.30pm until 6.30pm. 
During parents evening appointments, you will get chance to hear about your child’s progress so far, how well they have settled into the new school year and you will also have the opportunity to look through your child’s work. For many parents this will also be a chance to see where your child learns every day. We are really looking forward to seeing as many parents as possible. Look out for more information on WEDUC about these evenings and how to book on Monday 6th October. We will be offering both on-site or phone call appointments for our families again this year after positive feedback from parents who appreciated having the choice.
Weds 22nd Oct – Photograph Day. Every child will have their individual school photo taken. 
Fri 24th Oct – Last school day of the half term where we break up for October half term. 
Mon 3rd Nov – INSET day. School closed for all pupils.
Tues 4th Nov: School re-opens for everyone.
Fri 14th Nov – Children in Need Day. (Fancy dress/non-uniform).
Fri 28th Nov – Flu immunisations for FS2 to Year 6. Look out for the sign up link email that will be sent out on WEDUC soon. 
Thurs 4th Dec – School Christmas Fayre. 6pm until 8pm. The FroGS parent group will be running our annual festive fundraising event supported by the Grange staff. Santa will be visiting and there will be plenty of fun games and activities, the book fair will be open, and there will be lots to eat!
Dates for Christmas productions, events and parties
We start off our Christmas productions with our youngest children performing a special nativity followed on by lots of different performances across school. 
Wed 3rd Dec at 2pm – FS2 Nativity performance in the hall. 
Fri 5th Dec at 9.30am – Year 1 and 2 Christmas concert in the hall. Please note this is a morning performance. 
Mon 8th Dec at 2pm – Year 1 and 2 Christmas concert in the hall. 
Tues 9th Dec pm- Year 2 and 3 will be going on a trip to see a pantomime at the Nottingham playhouse. More information to come soon. 
Wed 10th Dec at 10.30am and 2pm – Nursery Nativity performance in our community room.   
Thurs 11th Dec 2.30pm – Year 3 carol concert in the hall. 
Fri 12th Dec 2.30pm – Year 6 carol concert in the hall. 
Mon 15th Dec at 2pm – Year 4 and 5 Christmas production. 
Tues 16th Dec at 2pm – Year 4 and 5 Christmas production. 
Wed 17th Dec – FS1, FS2, Year 1 and 2, and Year 3 and 4 will be having their Christmas parties. 
Thurs 18th Dec – Year 5 and 6 will be having their Christmas parties. 
Fri 19th Dec – Grange Christmas Jumper Day. This is also the last day of term. 
For all Christmas events we will send you more detailed information closer to the time. 
School will re-open on Tuesday 6th January for the Spring term as Monday 5th January is an INSET day. 
Staff news
[image: Baby Boy Clip Art Images - ClipArt Best]A big congratulations to Miss Swann who is now Mrs Hancock, and to Miss Neale who is now Mrs Anderson. Both teachers celebrated their weddings during the summer break. 

Mrs Camm also wanted to share some very exciting news (that’s Mrs Camm in Reception, not Mrs Camm in Year 6!!) She is expecting her first child, what wonderful news! Some people may have started to spot baby bump already. Mrs Camm will be due in January so will be with her new class all the way to Christmas. As always when we have a member of staff preparing for maternity leave, we will let parents and children know who the new teacher will be in plenty of time to allow a thorough and seamless handover. 

We look forward to sharing your child’s learning journey this year. Please contact us anytime if you would like to discuss anything. 

Kind regards
 
Mrs Buxton and Mrs Barto-Smith 
Head Teacher and Deputy Head Teacher
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